Living with advanced cancer and the role of the primary care provider: The missing piece in the survivorship discourse.
The period of survivorship has been identified as a distinct phase of the cancer continuum, and the key role of primary care providers in caring for cancer survivors has been recognized. However, much of the focus to date has been placed on cancer survivors who are treated with curative intent and survive cancer-free. Receiving less attention are those who are living with advanced, non-curative cancer. In this commentary, we review the current evidence about the characteristics of these survivors, their unmet needs and receipt of health care. We offer insights into future research, education and policy initiatives aiming to enhance the care for this population.